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university of nebraska system center far urban affairs 
Vol. 1, No. 8 February 1971 
CUA HIGHLITES 
Black Theater About 250 people attended the first performance by The United Black 
Theater of Omaha on December 10th and 11th. The group presented El HaJil'!alik, 
a contemporary play about the life of Malcom X by N. R. Davidson. A Black 
theater group from Detroit, The Concept East Theatre, also performed. The 
Omaha theater group intends to continue performances during the coming year. 
1970 Building Permits A compilation of 1970 building permits for Omaha is now in 
progress. All permits valued at more than $5,000 will be put in computer for-
mat. Permit information for the years 1966-1969 will also be computerized. A 
retrieval system will be organized to identify major construction efforts by 
address, Census tract and block, and U.S.G.S. quarter-section. This service 
should be available after March 1971. 
1970 Census The Center for Urban Affairs will provide a continuing information 
service dealing with the U.S. Census. Preliminary, advance, and several final 
reports are available in our office. The Center will periodically issue de-
tailed analyses of local and regional demographic data. 
Community Development Staff Visits Dr. Otto Hoiberg, Mr. Larry Hammer, and Mr. Ted 
Wright, Community Development staff members on the Lincoln Campus, visited the 
Center on November 24th. They received an informal briefing on current CUA 
activities. This meeting reciprocated a recent visit to Lincoln, when CUA 
staff members were acquainted with the Community Development Program. 
Dr. Hamm to Jamaica Dr. Norman Hamm, Fellow in the Center for Urban Affairs, will 
be in Jamaica from January 17 to February 7 to do research on a cross-cultural 
comparison between the attitudes of Omaha Blacks and Jamaican Blacks. Alan 
Dalhouse, a psychology student from Jamaica, will assist Dr. Hamm with the 
study. 
For some time, Dr. Hamm has been interested in research concerning the meanings 
that people attach to skin color. His research in Omaha indicates that younger 
Blacks seem to place a positive value on black skin color, while older Blacks 
seem to assign it a negative value. It is anticipated that the research in 
Jamaica will show attitudes and values quite different from those indicated in 
the Omaha study. 
The Senate Research Committee is sponsoring the $1,200 project, which is one in 
a series of investigations dealing with the meaning of skin color. 
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Drug Abuse Information Keith Maw, CUA Data Bank Coordinator, is making arrangements 
to include drug abuse information in the Data Bank files. Mrs. Norman Batt has 
collected drug abuse information in the form of books, pamphlets, and newspaper 
clippings and has offered this material to the Center in order that it can be 
made more readily available to the public. The Center will also maintain drug 
abuse information to be received from Dr. Ann Czerwinski of the Creighton 
University Drug Abuse Education and Information Service. Dr. Czerwinski will 
retain several copies of each available publication and the Center will store 
the remaining copies. She will then be provided with a duplicate set of file 
cards for drug abuse information available at the CUA, allowing both the 
Creighton and the CUA services access to more drug abuse information. 
Metropolitan Census Data Use Consortium On December 18, 1970, an organizational meeting 
was held to develop cooperation between Omaha agencies in the use of computerized 
census data. At this time, it was decided that an ad hoc committee be formed to 
investigate this possibility. The committee's final report is still in preparation 
but will be presented at an upcoming meeting. The proposed name is the Metropoli-
tan Census Data Use Consortium. 
Mini-Course Mrs. Carol Lunbeck, CUA staff member, recently taught a mini-course in 
sociology at Omaha Central High School. A mini-course is a two-week class taught 
by a volunteer from the community. The subject matter varies according to the 
individual interests of the volunteer instructors. Students may register for 
mini-courses taught during their school free time, and are given no credit or 
grade in the class. Mrs. Lunbeck's course included exploration of the definition 
of sociology and discussion of its functions. Mrs. Lunbeck also presented a 
description of the Center for Urban Affairs and discussed her role as research 
director. 
1: 
Ii 
:I 
ii 
'I 
11 
II 
I! 
l 
I 
- 3 -
Urban Activities Inventory CUA has completed an Inventory of Urban-Related Courses, 
Programs, and Activities in the University of Nebraska system. A limited number 
of copies are available on request from the Center. 
Volunteer Instructors Mr. Wayne Harris, of the Progress Association for Economic 
Development, announced that the Association, in cooperation with the Small 
Business Administration, is offering a series of seminars for minority business-
men. Speakers are needed to address the group. Anyone interested in this series 
may contact John Nye, Director, or Robert McCune, Deputy Director, of the Center 
for Urban Affairs for further information. 
The CUA Newsletter is published by the Center for Urban Affairs, 
located on the University of Nebraska at Omaha campus. The Center for 
Urban Affairs is a joint undertaking of UNO, the Lincoln campuses of the 
University of Nebraska, and the Medical College. It is organized to 
assist those individuals or groups--academic, community, government--
which are involved in community services, teaching, or research. 
CUA Newsletter is a monthly bulletin which attempts to inform its 
recipients of the opportunities and activities in urban-related research, 
teaching and community service. Inquiries and suggestions should be 
addressed to Dr. John Nye, Director, or Robert McCune, Deputy Director, 
in care of the CUA address listed above, or you may phone Omaha, (402) 
553-4700, Extension 619. 
The CUA Newsletter is edited by Jan Beezley. 
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